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HIS SWORD HAD TO BE FASTER THAN A TRAITOR'S TONGUE 






GOVERNORS TROOPS 



The Spanish cavalryman's helmet was 
equipped with thick plumes which hung 
down over the back of his neck. These 
were not a simple decoration. They were 
tough enough so that they could stop most 
sword cuts or knife slashes, yet they were 
flexible so that the soldier had freedom of 
movement. 

He carried his short rifle— a flintlock car- 
bine—in slings attached to the right side 
of his saddle. It was pointed downward 
slightly so that the trooper could fire it at a 
man standing on the ground without re- 
moving it from the slings. Usually, these 
soldiers rode into battle with their sabres 
in their right hands but they could use 
their rifles when needed with lightninglike 
swiftness. A trooper usually saved his 
single-shot rifle for a desperate emergency. 
It is difficult to reload a flintlock on horse- 
back once it has been fired. 



Zorro's California was part of the Span- 
ish Empire. The Spanish governor always 
had many soldiers under his command to 
protect the peaceful farmers and quiet 
townspeople. 



This Spqnish soldier fought before the 
days of repeating rifles and pistols. His 
most dependable weapon was a cavalry 
sword. All cavalrymen were specially 
trained in sabre tactics while on horseback. 
It is quite different from swordplay on 
foot— attacks come swiftly, often from the 
rear, and there is much more force behind 
each blow because the cavalry sword is 
usually heavier than any weapon used by 
a foot soldier or duelist. 
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■F^ THE CARPET, 

■ 8ERNARD0--TH E STREETS 

^L ARE OUST 1 // 




THESE CORDOVAN SOOTS ^f FEAR NOT.OON DIEGO, 
DIRTY 50 EAS1LY--BUT1FI MUST) NOT A SPECK OF 
SEE HI5 EXCELLENCY, I MUST/ J DIRT REMAIN5 IN 
'OUR PATH.' 




WHY SHOULD ANYONE^ 
BEIUAHURRY.TOSEE ] 
THAT POPINJAY.- 




ffl EXCELLENCY 
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' WELCOME, DON DIEGO.'^ 


HI WOU SENT 




AND CLOSE THE DOOR-' K 


Pw FORME? 
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WHAT I WISH TO DISCUSS A* 
, IS MOST SECRET-- ^§ 
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YOU." BUT "JOU HAVE SEEM \V0U FORGETS LLAPPO I UT- 
A LOYAL AND JUST GOVERNOR ImENTS COME PROM THE 
THE5E FIVE VEARS.' EVERV --^KINS! HERE, WE LIVE A 
RANCHER, LARGE OR SMALL,) CONTINENT AMD AN OCEAN 
WILL ATTEST TO THAT/^/FROMTHETHRONE.'THERE, 
4 CERTAIN COURTIER, ESTA- 





I RECEIVED A WARNIN6 
FROM A FRIEND IN SPAIN. 
IT CAME ON THE ANNA 
MARIA WHICH DOCKED 
VESTERDAV/ 



perhaps vour 
friend has had 
some trifling 
difference with 
de sevas and 
exaggerates/ 




ANFRJEHD--MW LATE FRIEND-^ BLOOD/ THE > 

WROTE THIS AT GREAT RI5K.' /nEW SOVERNOP- 
JTWASONLV A MIRACLE .-/bEGINSTOTAKEON 
fc THAT IT GOT g. AN, UNP LEASANT , 
t TO ME.' J^^g/^ASPECT// 




ROBBER FROM STEALING 
VOUR HARD-WON ESTATES J 
W6 MUST STOP HIM— 
IN SPAIN/ 




f VOUR LATE FRISND'5 WARNING COST TOO 

' MUCH NOT TO BETAKEN SERIOUSL.V/ISHALL 

SAILONTHE ANNA MARIA! THEVSAf SEAAIR 

IS GOOD FOR THE COMPLEXION.' PERHAPS A 

SEA VOYAGE CAN CHANGE THE 

COMPLEXION OP rfff^kTHINSS.' 




\D AS THE MAN-OF-WAR ANNAMARlA 

'CHES THE WIND IN HER BILLOWING 

LS THE L0N6 JOURNEY TO SPAIN BEGINS... 




THE MOST COMPLETE LIST OF THE ESTATES 
AND THEIR SUES IN ALTA CALIFORNIA. ..BUT 
WHO WAS SENT TO COMPILE ITAHD THOUGHT 
AW VISIT TO THE GOVERNOR WORTH NOTING? 
PERHAPS I CAN GIVE HIM A CHANCE TO 
SHOW WHETHER HE'Sfig/fflVO OR FOE/ 





A CLOSE CALL'. IT 15 SOEA5Y T 5), SENOR.M- 
TO LOSE ONE'S FOOTING IN JTHOUSANDTHANKS. 
THIS STORM.' MOST FORTUNATE/I WAS SETTiNS 
I WAS STANDING HERE.' J DIZZV IH MV CABIN 
AND CAME OUT FOR A 
.BREATH OFAIR.' 




'HE NEXT DA % THE SHIP SE TS ANCHOR AT CADIZ. . , 

THECOACM IS READY,DON 

DIEGO.' OUR BAGGAGE WILL J 

FOLLOW U5T0MADRI0.' 






\-Am MINUTBS LATlZ D69/K A $10E Z0AO;A RIDER 
APPEARS h:S ■■ /7HEMNDAI5 

HE galls:--':: t~EL20KROf 




THE ANNA MARIA SAILS IN F0URD#(5AND\ 
I WILL BE ON IT WITH THE KINB'S 5EALONM 1 / > 
APPOINTMENT AS GOVERNORS IGOTOCOURT 
TOSETTHE DOCUMENT NOW/ IF THIS PREEN- 
INS PEACOCK, VEGA5, TRIES TOST0PME r I 
WILL NOT WAVE TO WAIT UNTIL 1 REACH 
ALTACAUFORNIATOjgMWDOAWAVWITH 
ONEOFTHE LANP/^sIl|fti\ OWNERS/ 




rUTASZORRQMEARSTHE CASTLE, A COACH RACES OUTAHO 
A RiDERREINSINBVIT... 



IT MUST BE AH URGENT CALL DESEVAS * 
PAIS OR HE WOULD WOT RUSH OFF BEFORE 
HIS GUESTS ARRIVE/ WELLJFISTAV 
WITH AN H05T, I CAWNOT 8E LATE.' 





W0/VEGA5 DOES NOT KNOW WE NOBLES HAVE 
PLOTTEDTO KEEP THE KING BUSV IN SPAIN WITH 
RECURRING REBELLIONS WHILEI.ASGOVERNOR, 
CONFISCATE THE ESTATES IN ALTA CALIFORNIA 
AND REASSIGN THEM TO OUR5ELVE5! THEN, WITH 
THE WEALTH OFTHE NEW WORLD IN OUR POCKETS, 
WE WILL RAISE AN ARM"/ OF MERCENARIES AND 
SWEEP THIS WEAK KINS FROM HI5THR0NE 
EACH OF US WILL CARVE FOR HIMSELF HI5 
OWN PRlMCIPALlTV^^^fcHERE.' 





£&* ?{ T. DO NOT 
L ' RECOGNIZE 
THIS STALLION! 
VHERECAN HIS 
OWNER BE! 




iHP>- HERE IS THE PLACE 5ET POR T 

' r AMBUSH.' IP I REAR my HORSE 

I CAN THROW OFF TNEIR A 
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YOU HAVE FOUND A WAYTO "V NO, I HAD ORDERED 
STORM THE CASTLE AND RACE ) LUNCH ATTHE INN BE- 
DOWN TO TELL US, SENOR? / LOW ON THE WAV UP 
" TFEARMYEGSS 



ASSUREDLY, 5ENOR/ 
THESE FALCON ^i/W THESE E6GS ARE BUT 




IF! COULD GAINTHE CASTLE FROWTHECLIFF- 
SlOE.I COULD OPEN THE GATE ANDLETTHE 
TR00P5 IN/THE REST WOULD BE EASY/ BUT 
IF I GO FIR5T AND SET CAPTURED -NO, I 
MUST SEND SOMEONE ELSE UPFIRST 
WITH A GOOD MISLEADING STORY IN CASE 
HE IS CAPTURED.' THEN THEY WILL NOT 

~ EXPECT A SECOND CALLER 
WHEN I FOLLOW HIM UP/ 




THE KING'S TR0OP5 LET THE COACH THROUGH.' MAYBE IT ^S 
BEARS A ROYAL MESSENGER ANDTHE KING WlLLGRANT / 



-15 THERE ^W THEREJ$WS-BEFOR£I 
A PAROUS LACE-) TOOKUPMYHEADpUARTERS 
MAKER HERE, / HERE AND THE KING 
SENOR? jfr SURROUNDED 

CASTILLO DIABLO.' 





DIEGO, WHERE IS 
PANCHITA?ITIS 
LATE AND SHE IS 
STILL NOTBACK! 



PERHAPS SHEOAnA 
NOT MAKE UP HER MIND 1 
AT THE LACEMAKER'S/ / 
\ YOU KNOW HOW WOMEN < 
FORGET TIME WHEN THEY \ 
SHOP; AND 5HE IS SHOP- 
-PINS AT CASTILLO DIABLO// ■ 



5-SINCE THE 


\ I UNDERESTIMATED THIS FASHIONABLE 


LACEMAKER 


1 FOP VEGAS.' SENDING YOU ON THIS"INNO- 


HAS GONE, j 


CENT" SHOPPING TRIP WAS A CLEVER 


THERE IS NO^ 


\ ATTEMPT TO HAVE A SPY APPRAISE 




OUR DEFENSES.' BUT YOU HAVE NOT 


TOSTAYHERE' 


/FOOLED THE DUKE 4| 
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D'AlORDOf ARRESTTMMfU 
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CASTILLO OMWiO/VcoNFOUND IT, VINCENTE YOU ARE 
Y-YOU SENT HER UP \ RIGHT/ FOR YEARS I HAD KNOWW 
THERE--TO THAT REBEL / IT AS THE RESIDENCE OFA FAMOUS 
STRONGHOLD? / LACEMAKER, BUT I FORGOT WHAT 
IT WAS TODAY .' THOUGH I MUST 
ADMIT, WHEN I SENT HER OFF I 
THOUGHT THE NAME SOUWDED 
FAMILIAR; 




^ -J^^/ A CHILD 
y*~ r -<L COULp DO IT/ 
SCALE \JNFACT,A5A 
THAT CUFF? \ CHILD, THE 
ARE YOU MAD,) HOST ATTHE 
DiESO? /INN CLIMBED 
'TOTHE CASTLE 
/&- SVTHAT 





w/mf WHO GOES jM 
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-^■PNhe tries to TJJH jBHim JilflBllB IB 

SJBTrun! $IEZE MMMJ.P.J!! 
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Wf FIVE ASAiNVV ONE.' AT LAST, \ ^ 
If THEODDS AR5 ALMOST RIGHTFOR] 
|\ ZORRO, BUT NOW THE KING'S / 
|$V TROOP JOJNS THE BATTLE/ / 
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W tSdm ffl$k TAKETHE \""'""-N s ^ fc 
. ■ WM REBELS/ J ■ ' ^m 
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DlDN'TlOU KNOW J PANCHtTA,KN0WlNGYOl/l 
"HOME" WAS THE REBEL ) SUCCESSFULLY STORM J 


5EW0R HERE IS AUSIOFALL ^ AS A FAVOR TO HlM^* 
THE TRAITOROUS NOBLES WHO < FOR HIS "COOPERATION" 
PLOTTED WITH THE OUKE DWLORDO \MAKE SURE HE HAS 
ASA1NST HIS MAJESTY.' THE DUKE U PRIVATE CELL" 
WRITES __^ SWIFTLY AT„, SWORD'S/APART FROM THE 




MS THE ROYAL PHYSICIAN IS SENT FOR, DIE6Q VESAS 
*■ LIFTS THE SEAL 




(7HE NEXT MORNING, ABA LANDFALL IS 
MADE, SUDDENLY. 





COMING SOON! 

another authentic tale of the old west 
ZANE GREY'S 

TO THE LAST MAN 

■ A DELL COMIC 

10* AT ALL GOOD COMIC DEALERS 

DELL COMICS ARE GOOD COMICS 




And asthe crewofthe annamarm s 

down on wrecka6e-5trewn decks of 7h£ 5 

two rapiers flash... 




